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President's Book Awards Questions and Scoring Rubric 

for Graphic Design and Children's Books with Illustrations 

1. COVER (Front, Back, and Spine). How well does this book's cover reflect the content?

Consider the text, fonts, colors, and artwork on the cover, front, back, and spine.

Rating Score Scoring Criteria for Cover (Front, Back, and Spine) 

Excellent 9-10 ~ Cover consistently reflects the book's content and is free of typos or other errors. 

~ Text, fonts, color, and artwork are clear and appealing. 

~ Front, back, and spine are consistent and complementary from front to back. 

Very Good 7-8 ~ Cover mostly reflects the book's content with no obvious errors. 

~ Text, fonts, color, and artwork are clear and appealing. 

~ Front, back, and spine are relative and complementary from front to back. 

Good 5-6 ~ Cover adequately reflects the book's content. 

~ Text, fonts, color, and artwork are acceptable. 

~ Front, back, and spine are relative from front to back. 

Fair 3-4 ~ Cover somewhat reflects the book's content. 

~ Text, fonts, color, and artwork are dull or lack quality. 

~ Front, back, and spine do not quite match or complement each other. 

Poor 1-2 ~ Cover does not reflect the book's content or is missing key elements. 

~ Inadequate text, fonts, color, and/or artwork. 

~ Front, back, and spine are inconsistent. 

2. CATEGORY. How well does this book meet the definition of the category in which it is entered?

If the book is entered in multiple categories, each category is scored separately.

Rating Score Scoring Criteria for Category Entered 

Excellent 9-10 ~ The book perfectly aligns with the definition of the category. 

Very Good 7-8 ~ The book aligns with most of the definition of the category. 

Good 5-6 ~ The book meets some of the definition of the category. 

Fair 3-4 ~ The book fits a few elements of the definition, but would better fit a different category. 

Poor 1-2 ~ The book does not fit the category. 

3. RELEVANCE. How relevant or appropriate is this book to the target reader for the category?

Consider the target reader's viewpoint.

Rating Score Scoring Criteria for Relevance to the Target Reader 

Excellent 9-10 ~ Extremely relevant. 

Very Good 7-8 ~ Highly relevant. 

Good 5-6 ~ Relevant. 

Fair 3-4 ~ Somewhat relevant. 

Poor 1-2 ~ Irrelevant. 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 


